As a critical review it is somewhat less satisfactory, for many topics are mentioned but casually or receive but scant attention, a defect clearly unavoidable in the preparation of a text meant primarily to be practical. Nevertheless, it represents a treatment of the subject that will prove most useful.
Much could be done to make the index more helpful, and the lack of an index of the many authors cited in the text imposes a limitation in the use of the book for reference purposes.
GEO. H. SMITH.
THE AUTONOMIC DISEASES OR THE RHEUMATIC SYNDROME.
By Thomas Maximus Rivers. Dorrance & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., 1934 . $3.00.
As the author of this work bears the same name and initials as those of the well-known New York investigator on virus diseases, the reviewer feels it necessary to call attention to the fact that this is a different Doctor Rivers, who comes from Kissimmee, Florida, and describes himself as "a physician in general practice, hemmed in by the difficulties of a rural community . . The book consists of some 300 pages of commentaries on a variety of diseases in which the author believes that the autonomic nervous system plays an irmportant role. It seems unfortunate that he has not confined himself to observations of a more clinical nature which might be made in the course of country practice, but he has an unfortunate habit of drifting constantly into casual remarks about abstruse subjects such as nerve tension and toxins, which, it would appear, represent the major roots of most of the ills of this world. According to the title-page this is the sixth book from the pen of Doctor Rivers, which may be the reason why he begins this one with the sage remark, that: "To the writing of books there seems to be no end . . ." J. R. PAUL. for quick reference it appears convenient. To quote any section or paragraph is doing the rest of the book an injustice; it is all quotable, but especial mention is made of the pages devoted to Practical Pediatric Nursing which includes all those things the practitioner should know-How to make an infant's bed; How to wrap a baby for restraint and treatment; How to set up a croup tent,-practical every-day affairs that are often neglected.
The book, as a book, is amateurish. The use of explanatory subtitles on the cover always betrays anxiety on the part of the publisher or author. Also, the addition of academic degrees after the author's name is a practice that has never been favorably received in this country, and certainly Dr.
Davison is too distinguished to make it necessary. Finally, it is not well understood why this excellent book should have to shine in the light reflected from Izaak Walton's Compleat Ingler,-the analogy is obscure.
The author is to be commended for the vast amount of painstaking work that producing this book entailed; should be congratulated upon the result obtained. The book is entitled to a more dignified format and this reviewer hopes that another edition will see it published less as a stunt and more as a solid and valuable addition to the physician's working library.
CREIGHTON BARKER.
